
MEMO TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE: July 19, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: VISIT BY JONI EARL TO DISCUSS THE SOUND TRANSIT PHASE 2 

PLAN (ST2) 
 
On July 19, Joni Earl will meet with the City Council to discuss Phase 2 (ST2) planning, now that the 
Sound Transit Board approved a new Long-Range Plan on July 7.  Based on discussions with Sound 
Transit staff, Sound Transit will not only be working with cities to prepare a draft plan, but will also work 
closely with subarea groups such as the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP).  Sound Transit would 
like to develop a draft plan by this September, with a final plan developed by December 2005. This 
includes working towards a probable joint ballot measure in November 2006 with the Regional Transit 
Investment District (RTID).  The following is a tentative schedule for ST2 planning through September. 
 

July 7, 2005 Sound Transit Board decision on the Long-Range Plan 

July 8, 2005  ETP Board meeting, Joni Earl to make a presentation on ST2 

July 12, 2005  Special ETP TAC meeting to develop recommended criteria for ST2 
projects for a draft Eastside plan, review outreach plans with ST staff 

July 14, 2005  RTID Board meeting 

July 19, 2005  Meet with the Redmond City Council 

August 2, 2005  ETP TAC reviews draft ST2 project lists from other Sound Transit subareas 

August 12, 2005  ETP Board meeting 

Late August 2005 Possible ETP TAC meeting 

August 30, 2005  ETP TAC 

September 9, 2005  ETP Board meeting, final decision on ST2 recommendation to the ST Board 

September 2005  Sound Transit Board decision on a draft ST2 plan 

 
A copy of the City’s Phase 2 interest statement that was approved on September 7, 2004 is enclosed to 
assist in discussing ST2 with Ms. Earl.  Should you have any questions concerning this process, please 
contact Terry Marpert, at 425-556-2428. 
 
Enclosure 
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City of Redmond 

Interest Statement – Sound Transit Phase 2 
 

Introduction 
This statement describes the City of Redmond’s interests concerning the Sound Transit 
Phase 2 ballot package for high capacity transit (HCT) and regional express bus service.   

Redmond is and will continue to be a major economic force in the region.  The City is the 
fourth largest employment center, with over 78,000 jobs today, and 94,100 jobs 
forecasted by 2022.  Reflecting this job growth, the City’s population is forecasted to 
increase from 47,000 today, to 65,700 by 20221.  Residential and employment growth 
will continue to concentrate in Redmond’s mixed-use centers—Overlake and Downtown 
Redmond. 

For Redmond and the region, a healthy transportation system is critical, and must provide 
mobility and access to jobs and housing.  The City is working to build a transportation 
system offering effective travel choices to those who drive, carpool, use transit and other 
travel modes.  For Redmond to achieve its desired future, high capacity transit and 
express bus service is essential, and is the foundation upon which Redmond’s future 
depends. 

On September 16, 2003, the Redmond City Council adopted goals, a vision statement, 
and policies intended to guide growth through 20222.  These are summarized below and 
form the basis from which Redmond’s Sound Transit Phase 2 recommendation is based. 

 
An Exerpt from Redmond’s Adopted Goals, Vision and Policies3 

Goals: 
 Emphasize transportation choices. 

 Promote vibrant concentrations of retail, office, residential and recreational 
uses in Downtown Redmond and Overlake. 

 Promote convenient, safe and environmentally friendly transportation 
connections within Redmond and between Redmond and the region. 

                                                 
1 City of Redmond, Draft Comprehensive Plan, Land Use Element. 
2 City of Redmond, Ordinance 2177, September 16, 2003. 
 
3 Ibid. 
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Vision: 
 In 2022, Redmond has embraced energy efficient and environmentally sound 

transportation systems.  Transit service links all of Redmond’s neighborhoods 
to the hubs of Downtown Redmond and Overlake.  Overlake and Downtown 
Redmond are extensively served by HCT that provides easy access to many 
destinations in the region.  Transit stations along the route include shops, 
restaurants, offices and residences. 

Policies: 
 Policy FW-32 – Promote mobility choices by developing a range of practical 

transportation alternatives.  Increase transportation investments that enhance the 
attractiveness of walking, bicycling, local and regional transit routes and 
ride-sharing to promote the quality of life and health of Redmond’s citizens 
and the environment.  Address travel demand through mobility choices, as well 
as through projects and programs that increase street safety and operating 
efficiency. 

 Policy TR-28 – The City of Redmond should be served by regional high 
capacity transit facilities and services.  The Overlake area, the Redmond 
Downtown and the Southeast Redmond area should be locations for high capacity 
transit stations.  

 Policy DT-11 – Recognize the eastern portion of the Downtown as Redmond’s 
preferred location for a Downtown multimodal high capacity transit (HCT) 
station that will serve and support the vision for the Downtown.  Work closely 
with Sound Transit and other agencies to promote this area as a location for an 
urban HCT station, and to promote SR-520 as the preferred HCT corridor serving 
the site.  Undertake work in a timely manner to refine the preferred location and 
to prepare updates to policies and implementation measures.  Locate the 
Downtown station to be complementary to location of an additional station in SE 
Redmond that is designed to intercept vehicles from the Avondale and SR 202 
corridors and to serve as the terminus for HCT service. 

 Policy DT-12 – Prepare a station area plan for Redmond’s preferred 
Downtown site to guide updates to policies and implementation measures and to 
preserve opportunities for transit-oriented development.  Create a dynamic 
and high quality urban place through consideration of design, land use density 
and mix, community facilities, and public and private investments, and which 
emphasizes pedestrian activity and minimizes parking facilities.    

 

Sound Transit Phase 2 
We support development of a Phase 2 package of HCT and regional express bus service for 
consideration by the voters.  This package will by necessity, contain a variety of projects 
and services designed to meet the diverse mobility needs of each of the five sub areas that 
comprise Sound Transit’s service area.   
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To meet the needs of the City of Redmond and the Eastside, the Phase 2 package should 
contain the following components: 

High Capacity Transit 

Preferred HCT Technology: 
 Light rail transit or monorail 

Corridors: 
 SR 520 – The City of Redmond supports a HCT connection between Seattle and 

the Eastside within the SR 520 corridor, served by light-rail transit (LRT) or 
monorail.  This would be consistent with the incorporation of space for future 
HCT service in all of the designs for the new SR-520 Bridge. 

 I-90 – Connect Seattle to the Eastside through an HCT crossing on the I-90 
corridor using LRT or monorail technology. 

Alignments – Route LRT or monorail: 
 From Seattle across SR 520 and I-90 to Bellevue. 

 From Bellevue via SR 520 to Redmond Overlake and onto Downtown Redmond. 

Stations – Locate up to four LRT or monorail stations in Redmond: 
 Consider Overlake and Downtown Redmond as station locations. 

Maintenance: 
 Consider building a maintenance facility in the industrial area of Southeast 

Redmond.  This facility could be at the same station site as the Southeast 
Redmond station, or be situated in a different location. 

Transit Oriented Development (TOD): 
 The City of Redmond seeks Sound Transit support for developing additional 

TODs in Overlake and Downtown Redmond.  These could be combined with 
LRT or monorail service. 

Preservation: 
 Work to preserve the Burlington Northern Santa Fe rail right-of-way extending 

from Renton to Snohomish as a possible future commuter rail corridor. 

 

Regional Express Bus Service 

Connections: 
 Provide direct and frequent regional express bus service between Downtown 

Bellevue and Downtown Redmond. 

 Route 540 – Provide direct and frequent service between Bear Creek/Downtown 
Redmond and the University District. 
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 Route 545 – Improve the span of service and service frequency between 
Downtown Seattle and Downtown Redmond. 

Capital Facilities: 
 For the benefit of all transit routes, include street operational improvements to 

increase bus speed and reliability. 

 Improve transit station facilities for connections between regional express bus and 
local feeder bus routes (i.e. in Montlake). 

 Commuter station/park and ride – Work with the City of Redmond to develop a 
major commuter hub/park and ride east of Downtown, in Southeast Redmond 
near the SR 520/SR 202 Interchange.  Include direct connections to the HOV 
lanes on SR 520. 
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